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A Report on a Course on Liberal Arts 

Preamble 

One of the leading universities of Gujarat, CHARUSAT University decided to invest more in 

adapting the Holistic Development favoured Interdisciplinary Model with a mission to educate 

and prepare students to realize their potential to become Responsible Citizens in a diverse and 

increasingly interdependent global world. As a result, in 2014, an epic step was taken by the 

university to include a Course on Liberal Arts as a Credit Course across the curriculum and 

offer it to the First Year Undergraduate Students of the university. 17000+ students of the 

university have learned the lessons of Liberal Arts in 9 consecutive workshops so far. At present, 

courses of Liberal Arts are offered as credit courses to the students of UG programs of 9 constituent 

institutes of the university. These liberal arts courses are in line with the National Education Policy 

(NEP) 2020, which emphasizes skill enhancement courses. The introduction of these courses in 

2014 demonstrates their relevance and alignment with the objectives of NEP 2020. 

Importance of the Liberal Arts Workshop 

The Liberal Arts Workshop holds significant importance in the academic and personal growth of 

students. It provides a platform for students to explore and develop their creative potential, which 

is often overlooked in traditional academic curricula. By engaging in artistic activities, students 

can cultivate essential skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, and emotional intelligence. 

These skills are invaluable in both academic and professional contexts, contributing to the overall 

development of well-rounded individuals. 

Objectives  

 Holistic Development: To promote the overall development of students by integrating 

artistic and academic learning. 
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 Skill Enhancement: To enhance various skills, including creativity, critical thinking, 

communication, and collaboration. 

 Cultural Awareness: To foster an appreciation for the arts and culture, encouraging 

students to embrace diverse perspectives. 

 Personal Growth: To support the personal growth and self-expression of students through 

engagement in artistic endeavors. 

 Interdisciplinary Learning: To provide an interdisciplinary learning experience that 

bridges the gap between arts and other academic disciplines. 

Benefits to Students 

 Enhanced Creativity: Students develop creative thinking skills, enabling them to generate 

innovative ideas and solutions. 

 Improved Communication: Participation in dramatics and contemporary dance enhances 

verbal and non-verbal communication skills. 

 Emotional Intelligence: Engaging in artistic activities helps students understand and 

express their emotions better, fostering emotional intelligence. 

 Collaborative Skills: Working on group projects in photography, painting, and media 

graphics promotes teamwork and collaboration. 

 Cultural Exposure: Exposure to various forms of art and culture broadens students' 

horizons and encourages cultural appreciation. 

 Stress Relief: Artistic activities provide a healthy outlet for stress and contribute to mental 

well-being. 

List of Courses offered to Students 

Students are given 10 options to select one from. The options are:  

Sr. 

No. 
Course Code and Name 

 A Course on Liberal Arts 

1.  HS201.02 - Painting  

2.  HS202.02 - Photography  

3.  HS203.02 - Sculpting  
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4.  HS204.02 - Pottery and Ceramic Arts 

5.  HS205.02 - Media and Graphic Design 

6.  HS206.02 - Art and Craft 

7.  HS207.02 - Fashion Designing 

8.  HS208.02 - Interior Designing 

9.  HS209.02 – Dramatics 

10.  HS210.02 - Contemporary Dance 
 

The List of Liberal Arts Experts 

For effective implementation of the Courses, to provide the students with the latest knowledge 

in/of the field and to hone/foster creativity in them, Experts are being invited to deliver Sessions / 

Conduct Workshop during the aforesaid Workshops. The list of experts who have contributed so 

far is as follows: 

Sr. 
No. 

Name 
Course 

Taught / 
Subject 

Designation 

1.  Kanaiyalal F Patel Painting 
Former Principal, CVM College of 

Fine Arts, VV Nagar 

2.  
Narkhadiwala Kishor 
R  

Painting 
Lecturer, Department of Painting, 
Ipcowala Santram College of Fine 

Arts, VV Nagar (since 1999) 

3.  Ms. Hetal Shah Painting 
Associate  Professor at Architecture 

College, VV Nagar 

4.  Ms. Avani Patel Painting 
Assistant Professor at CVM College of 

Fine Arts, VV Nagar 

5.  Mr. Roshan Choubisa  
Painting / Art 

History 
Assistant Professor at CVM College of 

Fine Arts, VV Nagar 
6.  Mr. Sunil Adesara Photography Free Lance Photographer 

7.  Ketan Modi Photography 
Ketan Modi, Electrical Engineer and 

Photography Course Director, Manav 
Pratisthan 

8.  Mukesh Acharya Photography 
Award Winning Wild-life 

Photographer 

9.  Amitabh Madia 
Photography / 

Painting  
Free Lance Artist and Editor, Gujarati 

Vishwakosh 

10.  Chandan Giri  Photography 
Free Lance Photographer  and 

Former Principal, Indian Express 
11.  Sureshbhai C. Patel Photography Free Lance Photographer 

12.  Suresh Parekh Photography 
Free Lance Award Winning 

Photographer 
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13.  Alpesh Patel Photography Free Lance Photographer 
14.  Prakash Parmar Photography Free Lance Photographer 
15.  Abhijit Vyas Photography Free Lance Photographer 
16.  Wilkis James Photography Free Lance Photographer 
17.  Bhavik Bhatt Photography Free Lance Photographer 
18.  Samiir Pathak Photography Free Lance Photographer 

19.  Krishna Padiya Sculpting 
Assistant Professor, CVM College of 

Fine Arts, VV Nagar 

20.  Ved Gupta Sculpting 
Former Faculty, MS University and 
Free Lance Artist and Consultant 

21.  
Bhupendra D. 
Prajapati 

Sculpting  
Freelance Artist and Visiting Faculty 

at D.C. Patel Architect and Interior 
Design College, VV Nagar 

22.  Zaida Jacob 
Pottery and 
Ceramic Art 

Free Lance Artist 
Former Visiting Faculty, Faculty of 
Fine Arts, MS University, Vadodara 

23.  Deepa Pant 
Pottery and 
Ceramic Art 

Free Lance Artist 

24.  Vaishali B Prajapati 
Pottery and 
Ceramic Art 

Free Lance Artist 

25.  
Rajendrakumar 
Thanki 

Media and 
Graphic Design 

Visiting Faculty, CVM College of Fine 
Arts, VV Nagar and Free Lance Artist 

and Consultant 

26.  Paras Bhojak 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Lecturer, CVM College of Fine Arts, 

VV Nagar 

27.  Kumkum Pandya 
Media and 

Graphic Design 

Free Lance Artist and Visiting 
Faculty, CVM College of Fine Arts, VV 

Nagar 

28.  Mr. Rupesh Vyas  
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Faculty Member, NID, Ahmedabad 

29.  Mr. Kaushal B Solanki 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Lecturer, CVM College of Fine Arts, 

VV Nagar 

30.  Mr. Dilip Oza 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Studio Co-ord., Printing Lab & 

Graphic Design Lab, NID, Ahmedabad 

31.  Mr. Uday Panchal 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Designer 

32.  Shreya Shah 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Designer 

33.  Nidhi Bhatt 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Designer  

34.  Govindprasad Pandya 
Media and 

Graphic Design 
Teacher at CVM Fine Arts College, V 

V Nagar 

35.  Ratilal  M. Kansodaria Art and Craft 
Principal, Sheth CN College of Fine 

Arts, Ahmedabad 
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36.  
Jitendrakumar D. 
Oghani 

Art and Craft 
Faculty Member, Sheth CN College of 

Fine Arts, Ahmedabad 
37.  Manishkumar R Modi Art and Craft Free Lance Artist 
38.  Rikin Halpati Art and Craft Free Lance Artist 

39.  Kanaiyalal F Patel Dramatics  
Former Principal, CVM College of 

Fine Arts, VV Nagar 
40.  Dr. Navneet Chauhan Dramatics  Formal Professor, SPU 

41.  
Jayandrekumar 
Manibhai Patel 

Dramatics  Formal Professor, SPU 

42.  Pradipkumar Patel Dramatics  Veteran Trainer, Anand 

43.  Suresh F Patel Dramatics  Artist & Staff at SPU 

44.  
Harshadkumar D 
Chauhan 

Dramatics  
Faculty Member, M B Patel College, 

SPU 

45.  Shibani Dam Contemporary 
Dance 

Free Lance Professional Dancer 

46.  
Harshil Pravinkumar 
Chauhan  

Contemporary 
Dance 

Free Lance Professional Dancer 

47.  
Rakesh Kishorbhai  
Prajapati 

Contemporary 
Dance 

Free Lance Professional Dancer 
 

Year-wise Number of student beneficiaries 

Course 
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Total 

Painting 185 136 175 114 153 118 168 136 141 190 1516 

Photography 391 571 657 823 830 805 900 900 911 1247 8035 

Sculpting  139 173 - - - - - - - - 312 

Pottery and 
Ceramic Art 

113 - - - - - - - - - 113 

Media and 
Graphic Design 

260 246 486 347 496 585 592 702 782 696 5192 

Art and Craft 114 96 - - - - - - -  210 

Dramatics - - - 144 90 144 121 118 113 131 861 

Contemporary 
Dance 

- - - 157 184 173 144 167 106 111 1042 

Grand Total 1202 1222 1318 1585 1753 1825 1925 2023 2053 2376 17281 
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Details of Academic Year 2023-24 

This year, the Liberal Arts Workshop at CHARUSAT University witnessed an impressive 

participation of nearly 2,400 students and was conducted in two rounds. The first round took place 

from March 5 to March 7, 2024, involving students from various faculties, including Engineering, 

Pharmacy, Computer Applications, Business Administration, Applied Sciences, and Paramedical 

Sciences. In the second round of the workshop, held from June 3 to June 5, 2024, students from 

the Physiotherapy and Nursing participated. The workshop featured esteemed experts from 

prestigious institutes across India and Gujarat, who shared their extensive knowledge and expertise 

in their respective fields, enriching the students' learning experience. 

List of Experts for 2023-24 
 

Sr. No. Name of the Expert Discipline 

1 Kanaiyalal F Patel Painting 

2 Samir Bharat Pathak  
 
 

Photography 

3 Mittal Shah 

4 Wilkin James 

5 Sunil Adesara 

6 Abhijit Vyas 

7 Bhupesh Patel 

8 Siddharth Rathod 

9 Paramanand Dalwadi 

10 Mahendra Nikam 

11 Uday Rajnikant Panchal  
Media and Graphic Design 12 Bipin D. Chauhan 

13 Nidhi B. Bhatt 

14 Rajendra Thanki 

15 Pradipkumar Patel  
Dramatics 16 VedKumari Patel 

17 Dulari Parth Shah 

18 Rakesh Prajapati Contemporary Dance 

19 Shreya Shah 
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Nineteen experts from various fields, supported by over forty assistants, contributed to the 

grand success of this workshop. Faculty members from the Humanities also coordinated 

various courses, blending their expertise to ensure the event was both smooth and 

illustrious. 

Course-wise Student Bifurcation 2023 – 24 (Overall) 

Sr. No. Course Total Number of Students 
1 Painting 190 
2 Photography 1247 
3 Media and Graphic Design 696 
4 Dramatics 131 
5 Contemporary Dance 112 

Total 2376 
 

Learning Outcome from a course on Liberal Arts 

At the end of the course, students have  

 Developed the ability to enjoy, interact and performed arts and aesthetics with great deal 

of enthusiasm.  

 Developed the ability and creativity to transfer sense of design and innovation. 

 Learned to think with an open mind and look at situations creatively.  

 Learned to express themselves more deeply through their art. 

 Developed critical thinking and decision making skills about what works and what 

doesn’t on their own 
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Student feedback on Workshop Experience (Academic Year 2023-24) 

 

 

Conclusion 

It is a landmark initiative taken for the first time by any University at national level. The learning 

from these courses helps students to cultivate the necessity skills to be responsible citizens as well 

as professionals in a diverse and increasingly interdependent global world. At the end of the course, 

students have developed the ability to enjoy, interact with and perform arts and aesthetics; and 

have developed the ability and creativity to transfer sense of design and innovation in their areas 

of science and technology. 
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Pictorial Glimpse of Liberal Arts 2023-24 
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Pictorial Glimpse of Liberal Arts 2022-23 

A Course on Painting 
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A Course on Photography 
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A Course on Media and Graphic Design 
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A Course on Dramatics 
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A Course on Contemporary Dance 
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A Pictorial Journey of a course on Liberal Arts during earlier years 
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Liberal Arts in Media 
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